
KILMORE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

APRIL MEETING

KATH DE GRAUW ON THE VICTORIA BARRACKS

Following on from the success of our last two meetings we present the April speaker.

Our February meeting was a great success. Liz Pidgeon spoke on the 1943 crash of the 
experimental Woomera aeroplane, which went down on her family's property, killing two of the 
three crew and narrowly missing her own family – this personal dimension added enormously to the
interest of the event.  We enjoyed a record attendance. In March we heard from Susan Johns on 
“Preserving Family History”.

On the 7th of April Kath de Grauw will be speaking on a personal interest of hers – the historic 
Victoria Barracks.



Described by Wikipedia as “one of the most impressive 19th century government buildings in 
Victoria”, the Barracks was built between 1856 and 1872. Originally built as accommodation for 
British Imperial Garrison troops, including the 12th and 40th Regiment of Foot who were involved 
in putting down the Eureka Stockade  rebellion in Ballarat, the Barracks is still in use for defence 
purposes. 

Kath currently works at Victoria Barracks  as a civilian and conducts tours when they are available. 
She has also worked in the army with RAEME at Puckupunyal

She is a keen motor bike rider but makes do with a 4 wheeled vehicle at the moment !

Among her historical interests, she is the curator and archivist at Seymour Historical Society and 
has recently set up their web page.

She will be talking about the history of Victoria Barracks with a Powerpoint presentation.

All are welcome on Tuesday 7th at 7.30 pm in the courthouse.

As usual, supper will be served afterwards and all are invited to participate.

For your diaries – KHS  will also be holding a day trip to the historic Block Arcade in Melbourne in
June. This tour  will be held on Thursday 18th June at 1.30. As there is a maximum of 20 for this 
event please contact KHS either in person or via  email (kilmorehistoricalsociety@gmail.com)  to 
book a place. 
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