
Walter Anthony BAILLIE 

Walter Baillie, Service Number 2776, was the youngest of 10 children born to Thomas and Hannah 
(nee Duggan) Baillee. The family emigrated to Australia in the early 1880’s after having lived in a 
number of locations in the UK. Walter was born in Kilmore in 1898 though the family may not have 
stayed very long. Both parents died in 1911 and the children appear to have been raised by their 
eldest brother at Esdale, Victoria. Walter’s brother, William, was killed in action at the Battle of 
Bullecourt in May 1917 (see under surname Bailey)_. 

Walter was aged 19 years and three months when he enlisted at Wangaratta in September 1917. He 
was single and gave his trade as “blacksmith”. At Broadmeadows Training Camp he was attached to 
the Railway Unit as a Private. Trench railways were widely used during WW1 as a means of 
transporting essential supplies to soldiers engaged in static trench warfare. Heavy gauge engines 
were used to transport supplies which would then be transferred to light rail using specially 
constructed tracks which were able to give closer proximity to the trenches.  

In April 1918 Walter was promoted to Lance Corporal and to Corporal in May. He embarked for 
overseas duty aboard the “Zealandic” in October 1918. Following further training at the Longmoor 
Australian Railway Operating Division (AROD) he proceeded to France for duty in February 1919. 
As this was post-armistice his duties would most like have involved dismantling of the rail 
infrastructure created during hostilities. Unfortunately, Walter contracted influenza within a few 
days of arriving in Le Havre. He was repatriated to England for hospital treatment. While in 
hospital he was diagnosed with a hernia. In March 1919 he was “convalescent” and did not return to 
France. 

While in London Walter attended the Motor Training Institute between May and July. This was 
referred to in his military file as “non military employment” and the comment made that “it is felt it 
will be of use on his return to Australia”. He returned to Australia in December 1919. 

Walter was awarded the British War Medal, the 1914/15 Star and the Victory medal. His name 
appears on the Kilmore Honour Roll. 

Post-war Walter married Olivean May Goodall in 1924. Electoral Rolls show him living at Greta 
West occupied as a farmer in the 1920’s, Moonee Ponds occupied as an engineer in the 1930’s and 
in Albert Park occupied as a Fitter in the 1940’s. He died at Dandenong in 1969. Olivean had 
predeceased him in 1960. 
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