
James Thomas BLACK 

James Black was born at Kilmore in 1881 to Thomas and Catherine (nee McLean) Black. He was 
one of seven children. 

He enlisted in July 1915 aged 34 years, an unmarried labourer. He gave his previous army 
experience as five years with the Australian Light Horse. His mother, Mrs. J. Tempest of Walhalla, 
was listed as his next of kin, his father having died in 1901. 

James’ military file is rather sparse and it is difficult to ascertain exact details of his service. He 
embarked for overseas active duty with the 12th Reinforcements for the 9th Light Horse Regiment 
as a private, service number 1468, in November 1915, arriving at Heliopolis in February 1916. 
Twelve months later James was hospitalised for influenza, apparently still in Egypt. In May 1917 he 
was hospitalised for bursitis and sent to the Rest camp at Port Said. November of the same year saw 
him diagnosed with dental caries and declared “dentally unfit”. By December James had been 
discharged to duty at Moascar Training Camp in North Egypt which provided final training prior to 
transfer to Alexandria and the Western Front in France. 

Although there are gaps in James’ active service it is possible he was involved in the Battle of 
Magahaba in December 1916. This battle was located in the north Sinai desert where Turkish forces 
were blocking the route to Palestine. Another battle he may have been involved in was the Battle of 
Romani in early August 1916. This battle finally put a stop to the Turkish threat to the Suez Canal. 

It is unclear if James ever reached the Western Front as in mid-January 1918 he was sent on sick 
leave to Cairo. Nevertheless he returned to Australia with his regiment in July 1919. The 9th Light 
Horse had been on the Western Front in the latter stages of the war, however, had returned to Egypt 
to assist with putting down a rebellion caused mainly by student demonstrations in Cairo. These 
initiated an outburst of anti-British rioting which within a few days spread through the lower 
provinces and then to upper Egypt.  

James was awarded the British War Medal, the 1914/15 Star and the Victory Medal. His war service 
is commemorated on the Kilmore Honour Roll. 

Post-war James married Helen Margaret Kenihan in 1920 with whom he had five children. He 
appears to have moved to the Gippsland area in the early 1920’s and for many years farmed at the 
“Airly Estate” in the Sale district. 
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9th Light Horse crossing the Suez Canal. AWM.


