
Neil Wilson CAMERON 

Neil Wilson Cameron was born at Hawthorn in 1894 to Wilson Clayhills and Charlotte (nee 
Walker) Cameron. He was one of six sons, four of whom enlisted to fight in WW1. His brother, Sgt. 
Major Colin Henry Cameron was killed in action at Gallipoli in 1915. The family resided at 
Hawthorn and Heidelberg until around 1916 when their father purchased “High Park” close to 
Kilmore. 

At the time of enlistment in June 1915 Neil was aged 21 years and six months, occupation clerk and 
single. He gave his father as his next of kin. He described his previous experience as five years with 
the Scotch College Cadets and four years with the mounted cadets. 

Neil embarked for overseas active duty aboard the “West Australia” attached to the 5th Field 
Artillery Brigade in November 1915, service number 6539. He disembarking at Suez in December. 
While in training camp he was hospitalised with enteritis. By March he was in Marseille with his 
Battalion. 

In December 1916 he was hospitalised in the field with sore feet, eventually diagnosed as recurrent 
trench foot. At this time Neil was also diagnosed with influenza. He was hospitalised in England for 
treatment. On return to France he was attached to the 5th FAB and promoted to Bombardier. 

He was awarded the Military Medal in 1919. The fourth supplement, No. 3145, to the London 
Gazette, of June 17, 1919 reads - “For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty on the night of 
August 31/September 1, 1918 at HERECOURT near PERONNE. This NCO was in charge of the 
signal communications of his Bty, the sections of which were acting independently. The positions 
were heavily shelled throughout the night and the maintenance of the lines extremely difficult and 
dangerous but by his untiring efforts and great bravery he maintained communications throughout. 
He set a splendid example to all ranks”. 

Neil returned to Australia aboard the “Runic” in June 1919 and was demobilised in August of the 
same year. He was awarded the 1914/15 Star, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal. His 
name appears on the Kilmore and Melton Honour Boards and the Associated Stock & Station 
Agents of Melbourne Roll of Honour.  He also served in WW2 in Palestine & Egypt. 

Post war Neil took up farming and became known as an agricultural innovator. He married 
Kathleen (Kay) Gordon Browne in 1925 with whom he had two children. Kay was awarded an 
OBE for her work with women, rural communities and environmental activism. Prior to his death 
the couple were farming at Meredith, Victoria. 

Neil died at Mt. Cook, New Zealand, in 1952 whilst returning from a world tour. 
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