
Alexander William CUMMING Service No. 5332

Alexander Cumming was born at Whittlesea in 1890 to James and Catherine (nee McKercher) 
Cumming.  When he enlisted in March 1916 he was aged 25 years and 11 months and occupied as a
farmer. His mother, Catherine Coulie, who had remarried following Alexander’s father’s death was 
named as his next of kin.

He marched in to France to join the 23rd Battalion as a private, service number 5332, in February 
1917. The following month he sustained a gunshot wound to the abdomen and was transferred to 
England for treatment. Alexander was able to rejoin his unit in France in September. Unfortunately 
he was wounded in action in October with a schrapnel wound to his right thigh, again requiring 
treatment in England. This unfortunate soldier returned to France in June 1918 only to be wounded 
in action by gas poisoning in July. Alexander was invalided to England for treatment. He rejoined 
his unit in late November where his battalion was involved in post war clean up duties. He returned 
to Australia in August 1919 and was discharge from the AIF the following month.

Alexander was awarded the British War Medal, the 1914/15 and the Victory Medal. His name 
appears on the Kilmore Honour Roll. 

Post war Alexander married Ellen May Vines. From 1931 he and Ellen were living at Pyalong 
where Alexander was occupied as a grazier. Electoral Rolls show Alexander and his wife living at 
Pyalong in 1941 and 1949 where he was employed as a labourer.  He died at Seymour in 1955 aged 
65 years.
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21st Battalion soldiers waiting their turn to vote in the Australian Commonwealth Government 
elections. At the head of the queue an unidentified private has his name recorder prior to being 



issued with a ballot paper. The 21st Battalion was in front line support trenches at the time at 
Vaulx-Vraucourt in the Bullecourt sector. AWM


