
Charles Herbert DAVIS CBE, DSO, VD 

Charles Davis was borne at Kilmore in 1872, third son of William Davis, London born bank 
manager, and his wife, Elle Mary Josephine (nee Hayes) from Ireland. The family moved to 
Bendigo when Charles was three and he was educated at St. Andrews College and Bendigo 
Grammar School. Articled to a Bendigo lawyer in 1889, he attended the University of Melbourne 
articled clerk’s course in 1890-92 and was admitted to practice in 1895. 

Charles was commissioned in the 4th Infantry Battalion, Victorian Defence Forces, in 1896 and was 
promoted to captain in 1900. In 1904 he was promoted to major in the Australian Infantry Regiment 
which in 1908 formed two battalions. He commanded the 2nd Battalion at Bendigo as Lieutenant 
Major in 1908. 

With the reorganisation of the forces in 1912 Charles became officer commanding the 67th Infantry, 
later the 67th ( Bendigo) Infantry, until transferred to the unattached list in 1913. On the outbreak of 
war in 1914 he was appointed senior assistant censor, and then censor (cables) and censor 
(Melbourne) until transferred to temporary command of the 17th Infantry Brigade in 1915. In 
February 1916 he joined the Australian Imperial Force, aged 43 years and 11 months, and was 
appointed commanding officer of the 38th Battalion. The Battalion arrived in England in August 
and following training reached France in November, experiencing its first action in the Armentieres 
sector in December. In recognition of his command of large raiding parties, including the most 
important ever undertaken by Australians on the Western Front – at Houplines on 27th February 
1917 – he was awarded the Distinguished Service Order. 

In 1917 and 1918 Charles had temporary command of the 10th Brigade several times before 
transferring on 18 June as Colonel to take charge of the Australian General Base Depot, which was 
established to facilitate movement of almost 100,000 Australian troops to England for repatriation 
to Australia. He was thrice mentioned in despatches and was appointed CBE in June 1919. After 
service in London he returned to Australia in October. His appointment in the AIF was terminated in 
November although he remained on the reserve of officers. 

Charles had married Emily Beatrice Deloitte in Sydney in 1907. Described as deliberative, calm 
and invariably courteous, in civilian life, Charles was a leading Bendigo lawyer and citizen. He was 
secretary of the city art gallery (1897-1914, 1920) and of the Benevolent Society. Interested in 
literature and music, he wrote verse, was a talented pianist, and composed for music and voice. 

In 1920 Charles moved to Sydney where he worked as a representative of a Victorian firm until his 
sudden death in January 1923 from a perforated ulcer of the bowel. His wife, two sons and a 
daughter survived him. 

Charles was awarded the British War Medal, the 1914/15 Star and the Victory Medal. His service is 
commemorated at the Victorian Shrine of Remembrance and on the Kilmore Honour Roll.  
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