
 
 

AWM photograph of the Second Field Artillery Brigade 

 

Alfred Henry Berry (ss4351) was 24 years and six months old when he enlisted on March 1, 1915. 

Although he was born in Albury, New South Wales he gave his residential address as ‘Heatherbrae’, 

Albert Street, Kilmore, where he lived with his wife Lizzie ( nee Mulrean). He named his 

occupation as a contractor. As he was married his enlistment document provides for three fifths of 

his pay to be allocated to the support of his family. 

 

The New South Wales BDM rolls show an Alfred H Berry born in Albury to a John H and Elizabeth 

M Berry in 1890. This birth would give the correct age of  twenty years and six months in March 

1915. John H Berry and Elizabeth M Hill were married in Albury in 1889. There seem to have been 

five children from this marriage, Alfred being the firstborn, followed by Alexander E in 1892, 

Jeanie E in 1987, Bessie B in 1899, and a further child eleven years later, Olive,  in 1910.  

 

Prior to enlistment Alfred Henry Berry already had four years’ experience as a Senior Cadet in New 

South Wales, with the 4
th

 Battery.  

 

On  May 14 1915 he embarked on HMAT Forty-One at  Melbourne to leave for England. He was 

assigned to the Second Field Artillery Brigade, which was structurally part of the First Division. He 

was designated as a driver with the 1
st
 Divisional Field Artillery Ammunition Column. The 

Ammunition Columns were attached to the Field Artillery Brigades, of which the First Division 

possessed four. Their principal role would have been supplying ammunition and other materials for 

use at the front line. Drivers would have made repeated trips between the front line and ammunition 

depots, often under enemy fire, as artillery units were preferentially targeted by opposing artillery 

units. 

 

However, Berry’s military career was to be fairly brief. In September of 1915 he was admitted to 

hospital suffering from “sciatica of the left leg and back” This appears to have been severe enough 



to terminate his service and following this hospital presentation he embarked back to Australia on 

the “Runic” on November 11, 1915. He was formally discharged as medically unfit  on April 24, 

1916. 

 

There exists a record of an Application for Sustenance by Berry, which is still preserved in the 

National Archives in Canberra. His date of death is unfortunately not listed either for Victoria or 

New South Wales, and there is no clear information on his career post-war. 

 

He received the 1914/1915 Star, the British War Medal, and the Victory Medal. These were 

forwarded to his wife at “Heatherbrae” in Kilmore. 


