
William Bernard Beirne

  

William was born in early 1898 in Deniliquin, NSW, the son of William and Barbara Beirne (nee 
Pearse). Soon after the family moved to Wandong to join his father’s family.


William, No 2562, enlisted as a private in Melbourne on 31 May 1915 in the 6th Battalion AIF,  
giving his age as 18 years and 5 months, He gave his occupation as hall porter and his next of kin 
as his sister, Miss Lillian Beirne, Wandong, Vic, but changed the address to c/o Mr Cullen, 6 Lamb 
Street, Moonee Ponds, Vic.  


He embarked on the HMAT Anchises on 26 August 1915. William, now in Tel-el-kebir, Egypt, 
transferred to the 58th Battalion in February 1916, and then to the 15th Brigade Machine Gun 
Company in March. William then joined the 60th Battalion and in late June sailed for Marseilles, 
France where he saw action in the Battle of Fromelles.   He was wounded in action on 19 July 
1916 and died on 25 July 1916.  He had been admitted to the 8th Stationary Hospital, Wimereux, 
and was buried in the Wimereux Communal Cemetery, France.  William was awarded the 
1914-1915 Star, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal. Also his family received a Memorial 
Scroll, a Memorial Plaque and a photograph of his grave.

  

On 17 August 1916, the Kilmore Free Press reported the “Private W. B. Beirne, who died in France 
on 25th July from wounds received in action, was grandson of Mrs B. Beirne, one of Wandong's 
most respected residents. He spent his early life in Wandong district, and held a Government 
position when he enlisted some twelve months ago.  Being a general favourite he was given a 
send-off by the residents of Clonbinane and Wandong. Private Beirne, who was only 18 years of 
age, leaves two sisters to mourn the loss of an indulgent brother.”



