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Philip Joseph McCahery 

Philip (Phil) Joseph McCahery was born in 1893, the third son of Phillip Patrick, 
carpenter, and Catherine McCahery (nee Dempsey) of East Kilmore. Phil was 
educated at Assumption College Kilmore and joined the Bank of Victoria in 
Kilmore as a bank clerk. 

Phil enlisted in Melbourne on August 3, 1915 and trained at the 14th Depot in 
Bendigo. He was allocated to the 16th Reinforcements, 7th Battalion as a private, 
number 4545, and embarked at Melbourne on HMAT Themestocles on January 28, 
1916 bound for Egypt. At Zeitoun, Cairo, Phil undertook intensive training and 
was transferred to the newly formed 57th Battalion in late March. 

In late June the 57th sailed from Alexandria to Marseilles on the HMT 
Transylvania to join the British Expeditionary Force on the Western Front. The 
Battalion took on a support role at the Battle of Fromelles in July 1916 and then 
was in the front line trenches in France and Belgium. On November 10, Phil was 
wounded in both arms and as a result a severe septic wound on his right hand 
meant intensive treatment over the next eleven months in England. He also was 
treated for mumps in January 1917. 

The 1918 issue of the Assumption College Annual, reported that “On furlough, he 
(Phil) visited many places on interest in England, Ireland and Scotland”. 

Phil rejoined his Battalion in France in October 1917. He was appointed Lance 
Corporal on April 16, 1918.  By April the 57th undertook a defensive role around 
Corbie, before participating in a counter attack on April 25 at Villers-Bretonneux. 
Phil was reported killed in action on the following day; his body was not 
recovered. Villers-Bretonneaux was captured the next day. 

Phil's parents were informed of his death in May 1918 and his effects were sent to 
his mother in December. 



Phil was awarded the British War Medal, Victory Medal and 1914/15 Star. His 
medals, a plaque and memorial scroll were sent to his father in Kilmore East in 
1922. 

His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at the Villers Bretonneaux Memorial 
in France, the Kilmore War Memorial, the Kilmore Shire Honour Roll and the 
Assumption College Honour Roll. 


