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Charles Wyndham Thomas 

Charles Wyndham Thomas was born in 1890 to Wyndham Watts and Louisa Thomas (nee Blew). 
His enlistment papers state he was born at Korumburra, while his birth was registered at Benalla. 
The Thomas family moved to Bylands some years later as Charles attended Bylands State 
School. The 1912 Commonwealth Electoral Roll lists Charles and his father as farmers at 
Bylands. 

Charles enlisted on 16 August 1915 at Melbourne giving his address as care of the Post Office, 
Bylands. He first trained at Broadmeadows and in October 1915 he was transferred to Seymour 
as a private 3288, and allocated to 7th Reinforcements, 24th Battalion.  

His unit embarked from Melbourne on November 26, 1915 on board HMAT Commonwealth for 
Egypt where Charles was transferred to 8th Battalion in February 1916. After training he 
departed from Alexandra with his Battalion in late March to the trenches on the Somme 
battlefield. 

The 8th was then in action at Pozieres in July where Charles was killed on July 26, 1916. He was 
buried in the field. The Kilmore Advertiser reported his death on September 2, 1916 with these 
words. 

“For his Country's Cause – The sad news of the death in action with the Australian troops in 
France on the 26th July last of Private Charles W Thomas, eldest son of Mr and Mrs Wyndham 
Thomas, of Bylands, was received early in the week. Deceased, who was 26 years of age has had 
his name added to that imperishable Roll of Honor which embraces the name of gallant men who 
died for their country - men who have gone from us, but whose glory will live for ever. 

The sad tidings were conveyed to the parents on Monday by the Rev A J Peck, but interspered 
with the sadness was the pride of knowing that Private Thomas had done his duty to his country 
and died a glorious death. “How can man die better!” To the bereaved parents and relatives we 
join with our readers in expressing heart felt sympathy in their hour of trial.” 

The name of Charles Wyndham Thomas is recorded on the Villers-Bretonneux Memorial in 
France as there is no known grave. He was awarded the British War Medal, Victory Medal and 
1914/15 Star. As well as these medals his parents received in 1921 a memorial scroll and plaque. 



Charles’ name is recorded on the Kilmore War Memorial, Kilmore Roll of Honour - Memorial 
Hall, Kilmore Anglican Church Roll of Honour, and the Bylands State School Roll of Honour (as 
B W Thomas).


